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which was properly regarded as* the greatest obstacle to Italian unity. Perhaps it was necessary to have the prefect, but it was certainly a grave mistake to draw no administrative -distinction between a great town like Milan and a small sub.-alpine village, and to subject the proceedings of influentiaUown councils to the control and sometimes to the caprice of a single official. The administrative condition of Italy is an exact image of that uneasy dualism which underlies the whole surface of Italian political life. On the one hand there are the communes, full of local patriotism, nourished by historic memories, instinct with vigour and activity, and endowed with spacious powers. On the other hand there is the prefect, a French import, representing the new monarchy which was helped into existence by French bayonets and driven to resorfc to French models for the necessary but alien system of a centralized government.
A very fair test may be proposed to determine whether or no a Roman Catholic state has come under the dominion of Napoleonic ideas. Does it or does it not admit the principle of Civil Marriage? If it does, then the civil power stands outside the churches as in the concordat. If it docs not, then instead of the Church being within the State, the State is within the Church. Judged by this criterion, Spain, which only accepted Civil Marriage in 1877, cannot be ranked among .the nations which inherited from Napoleon. And yet the Napoleonic invasion of Spain docs in a very real sense mark an epoch in the history of the Iberian people. The Peninsular War created Spanish liberalism and was the means of disseminating, especially in the more forward maritime provinces,-the doctrines of progress, equality, and popular sovereignty. By a curious paradox the cause of Ferdinand VII, himself the embodiment of unintelligent autocracy, was defended by a nationalist coalition, part of which, was largely affected by the spirit of the French Revolution. In those years of bloodshed and distraction; when the lawful king was in exile at Valenyay, and the nation was thrown up&n its own resources, Spaniards, and more particularly Spanish soldiers, learned to like the trade of politics, so that what with soldiers fancying